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Chapter 1 Overview: 
Taiwan’s women’s movement 
and its implications

Women’s organizations first appeared in Taiwan 

near the end of the Japanese colonial period. After 

the Second World War, an authoritarian regime was 

established that forced existing autonomous women’s 

organizations to dissolve. The only women’s organizations 

that remained were the government-backed counties’ 

or cities’ women’s associations or affiliates of the National 

Women’s League of the ROC, which was set up and led 

by Madame Chiang Kai-shek. Starting in the early 1970s, 

as the economy grew, Taiwan’s society diversified and 

social forces began to gain momentum. Views supporting 

equal rights for both men and women began to be seen 

sporadically in newspapers and magazines. 

Current Vice President Lu Hsiu-lien was one of those 

who advocated equal rights at this time. While working 

on related articles, she tried to form an autonomous 

organizat ion for  women. Her efforts  to form this 

organization, however, did not bear fruit due to policies 
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imposed by the authoritarian government. Due to the Kaohsiung 

Incident of 1979, Lu was imprisoned. To ensure that the feminist 

movement would go on, Lee Yuan-chen, who was then teaching 

at Tamkang University, began publishing a monthly magazine—

Awakening—in 1982 with a group of friends who shared the same ideals 

and goals concerning equal rights. Awakening was the first postwar 

publication to take a feminist line. Establishing private organizations 

was difficult at this time, as the political climate was heavily influenced 

by martial law. Those who helped to found Awakening published books 

and held seminars on gender-related issues under the auspices of the 

magazine, turning Awakening into the prototype for an autonomous 

women’s organization.

After martial law was lifted in July 1987, Awakening was reorganized 

as the Awakening Foundation in October of the same year, becoming 

the first women’s organization to promote feminism in the postwar 

years. Its primary goals were to promote equal rights education, 

encourage women’s participation in politics, and formulate policies 

and legislation furthering the interests of women. 

In addition to the Awakening Foundation, feminist organizations that 

sprang up between 1987 and 1989 include the following: the Modern 

Women’s Foundation, which pays special attention to women’s personal 

safety; Women’s Rescue Foundation, which seeks historical justice and 

compensation for comfort women and is concerned for women who 

suffer from domestic violence; Warm Life, which concerns itself with 

the situation of divorced women; the Garden of Hope Foundation, 

which rescues juvenile prostitutes and also works on building the 

character of teenaged girls; and Homemaker’s Union and Foundation, 
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which advocates consumers’ rights and environmental 

protection. 

Beginning in the 1990s, as Taiwan democratized and 

as a consciousness of the need for equal rights grew 

worldwide, more issue-specific feminist organizations were 

established, as were a greater number of organizations 

advocating equal rights. The most representative of the 

groups established during this period are: the Solidarity 

Front for Women Workers, which shows special concern 

for the interests of laborers; Taiwanese Feminist Scholars 

Association, organized by scholars of gender issues; ECPAT 

Taiwan (ECPAT stands for End Child Prostitution, Child 

Pornography & Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes), 

which campaigns for the control and prevention of 

juvenile prostitution; Taipei Association for the Promotion 

of Women’s Rights as well as Taiwan Women’s Link, both 

of which focus on women’s health issues; Peng Wang-

ru Foundation, which campaigns to establish community 

care systems and helps women re-enter the job market; 

Collective of Sex Workers and Supporters, which promotes 

sex workers’ rights and interests; Gender/Sexuality Rights 

Association, Taiwan, which is concerned with the rights 

and interests of transgender people; National Union 

of Taiwan Women Association, which is dedicated 

to reducing the rural-urban gap and to encouraging 

participation in international activities; Taiwan Gender 

Equity Education Association, which brings together 

teachers from all levels of school to promote equal rights 
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in education; and the TransAsia Sisters Association, Taiwan, formed by 

female immigrants from South East Asia.

Issue-based organizations tend to share certain common features: 

they all concentrate their major activities in Taiwan’s urban areas, 

especially Taipei, and they not only promote policies and legislation, 

but also participate in the restructuring of social values and social 

systems. Some of these organizations directly offer aid to women, 

including legal counseling and financial support, while others focus on 

lobbying for policies and promoting concepts. Starting from the mid-

1990s (especially 1993 to 1997), women’s organizations’ interaction with 

the political establishment took Taiwan’s feminist movement into a new 

stage of diversification in which “a hundred flowers blossomed and a 

hundred schools of thought contended.” 

This trend toward diversification can be seen in the promotion of 

policies and legislation. After the first comprehensive parliamentary 

elections were held in 1993, women’s organizations became 

freer to advocate their posit ions. Since then, many women’s 

organizations have, in addition to pursuing their original agenda and 

activities, devoted much energy to lobbying for related laws and 

policies. Lobbying parliamentarians for specific gender-related bills 

gradually became a campaign strategy used regularly by women’s 

organizations. 

Discourse on equal rights also reflected the trend. Fierce debates took 

place during this period among women’s organizations concerning, 

among other things, the issues of national identity, the sex industry, body 

politics, and what path the feminist movement should take. Sexual 
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liberation and the strengthening of women’s civil rights 

were the two main focuses of discourse. Statements 

made on these two topics had a decisive effect on 

actions taken by women’s organizations and the 

growth of gender awareness. As for protests, the key 

feature of street protests held by feminist organizations 

during the 1990s was their theatrical approach. The 

most representative of such protests was the “Women 

100 March” that took place in 1996. On March 7, 1996, 

feminists gathered in front of the presidential office and 

made 104 requests concerning gender-related policies 

to presidential candidates of all political parties, while 

chanting the slogan “Advancing upon the presidential 

office, women are carefree (“Carefree” also being a 

brand of sanitary napkins).” The protesters then threw 

hundreds of giant replicas of sanitary napkins toward the 

presidential office, in hopes of using that thing deemed, 

in a patriarchal society, most unsuitable to be seen in 

public—sanitary napkins—in a challenge before the 

symbol of a nation that ignores women’s rights.

Breakthroughs were also achieved in the interaction 

between women’s organizations and government 

agencies. The establishment of the Taipei Committee for 

the Promotion of Women’s Rights in 1995 during Chen 

Shui-bian’s tenure as Taipei mayor was a landmark 

systemic change. Upon the suggestion of feminist 

groups, the newly established committee consisted of 

representatives from women’s organizations, academics 
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and specialists, and representatives from related departments in the 

city government. People from the private sector made up 60 percent 

of the representatives, with the chairperson of the committee being 

the mayor himself. When the committee was first established, a sizeable 

proportion of the representatives from women’s organizations or 

academia were leading members of the feminist movement or veteran 

promoters of equal rights issues. From the perspective of government-

society relations, this was the first time after Taiwan’s democratization 

that the government became involved in the feminist movement 

and that the feminist movement was brought into a government 

organization. The committee transformed interactions between 

women’s organizations and the government from simply lobbying for 

legislation to actually participating in policymaking. 

At the end of 1996, when Director of the Democratic Progressive 

Party’s Department of Women’s Development Peng Wan-ru was 

killed, women’s organizations vehemently demanded the government 

address women’s rights and interests. The Executive Yuan then set up 

the Commission on Women’s Rights Promotion in 1997, and the Ministry 

of Education established the Committee for Gender Equity Education 

(later renamed the Committee on Gender Equity Education). In both 

structure and function, these two committees were quite similar to the 

Taipei Committee for the Promotion of Women’s Rights. 

After 2002, the model set by the Taipei Committee for the Promotion 

of Women’s Rights began to be replicated at the local government 

level and in ministries other than the Ministry of Education. Similar 

committees were set up, one after another, in counties and cities. 

In addition, central government ministries and commissions began 
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to set up working groups on gender issues and invited 

private organizations to participate. The inclusion of 

representatives from the private sector on government 

committees has refashioned and expanded relations 

between women’s organizations and the government. 

This has allowed for negotiation and cooperation in 

addition to criticism and protest. 

Acting as a bridge between the private sector and 

the government, the Foundation for Women's Rights 

Promotion and Development has been holding meetings 

in districts across the country since 2004. In 2004, the 

foundation held eight platform meetings concerning 

the establishment of a government agency tasked 

with handling gender issues. In 2005, it held 26 platform 

meetings in six counties and cities on various gender 

issues, ranging from gender policies to the sharing of 

experiences in organizational operations. In 2006, it further 

expanded its efforts and held 36 platform meetings in 

ten counties and cities. During these meetings, not only 

did women’s organizations in the private sector have the 

chance to interact and communicate with each other, 

they were also given the opportunity to engage in direct 

communication with pertinent government agencies.

In recent years, in addition to continuing their efforts on 

gender issues, women’s organizations in Taiwan have also 

become more concerned with international trends in the 

feminist movement and have increased the scale and 
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scope of their participation in the international community. After the 

United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women held in 1995, gender 

mainstreaming became a common language and action strategy for 

the feminist movement around the world. Although Taiwan is in a difficult 

situation vis-à-vis the international community, its women’s organizations 

in recent years have demanded that government administration 

accord with the spirit of gender mainstreaming, lobbied for the signing 

of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women, participated in NGO forums held under the auspices 

of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, and interacted with 

women’s organizations outside Taiwan. These can all be seen as 

efforts to connect Taiwan’s feminist movement with the international 

feminist movement. Furthermore, since 2002, women’s organizations 

in Taiwan have called for gender mainstreaming to be considered as 

the government reforms its organizational structure and have urged 

the government to set up a central government agency tasked with 

handling gender issues, designing comprehensive policies, and unifying 

and making adjustments to gender-related policies.

A quarter-century has now passed since the establishment of 

Awakening in 1982, a period that has seen many efforts made by devoted 

women and women’s organizations. They have demonstrated the 

vitality of civil society in both word and deed by challenging the system, 

cooperating and sharing the workload, and engaging in debate. This 

almanac only covers those major events involving women’s organizations 

that happened in 2005, but these in themselves are impressive. 

However, Taiwan still has a long way to go to in becoming a society 

that enjoys genuine equal rights for men and women. 
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Although women’s organizations are very active, 

they have limited resources, which means that they 

lack adequate organizational skills and public support. 

Moreover, although women’s organizations now interact 

with government agencies at a deeper level and 

more comprehensively than previously, taking part in 

policymaking through participating in related commissions 

(the “participation model”) is only one of the strategies 

adopted by the equal rights movement. The model is 

powerful, but it has obvious limitations. For instance, 

between 2001 and 2004, the Ministry of Education’s 

Committee on Gender Equity Education took the lead 

in the formulation of the Gender Equity Education Act. 

In 2003, the Commission on Women’s Rights Promotion 

under the Executive Yuan began promoting the concept 

of gender mainstreaming. Both of these examples 

demonstrate the power of the “participation model.” 

On the other hand, the debates that erupted between 

2004 and 2006 over the Executive Yuan’s version of the 

Reproduction Health Care Act exposed the limitations of 

this model for the equal rights movement.

The greatest challenge to, but also the greatest hope 

for, any democratic country is to maintain the diversity, 

heterogeneity, and autonomy of its civil society. As 

a famous line from a poem by Li Bai goes,“Looking 

back, we see the path where we had traveled lie in 

deep shadows.” Women’s organizations have played 

a major role in Taiwan’s equal rights movement since 
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its beginnings. The growth of these organizations also bore witness to 

Taiwan’s democratization. The concept of equal rights has become 

an indispensable part of democratic values. It is foreseeable that as 

democracy is further strengthened in Taiwan, women’s organizations 

will continue to strive, conduct debates, and participate to transform 

Taiwan into a society that truly respects differences, diversity, and 

equality.
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Introduction to 
Women’s Organizations
Active in International Affairs

Taiwan’s diverse and thriving women’s organizations 

have played a leading role in enhancing women’s rights 

and interests. Following the world trend of “glocalization” 

in recent years, these organizations not only have been 

devoted to improving women’s welfare in Taiwan, but 

have also actively participated in international activities. 

Through international exchanges of experience, they 

have integrated the work of promoting women’s rights 

and interests in Taiwan with global efforts. Taiwanese 

women’s organizations that took an active part in 

international affairs in 2005 include the following 28 

groups (browse by letter):
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Awakening Foundation

Tel (886-2)2502-8715 

Fax (886-2)2502-8725

Mail hsinchi@ms10.hinet.net 

Web www.awakening.org.tw

Address	

4F, No.264, Lungchiang Rd., Taipei, 104 , Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

In 1982, a group of women published a monthly magazine 

called the Awakening Magazine for the purpose of raising 

women’s self-awareness and striving for women’s rights in 

Taiwan. With the goal of broader mobilization of women 

and resources, the founders established the Awakening 

Foundation in October, 1987.

Our mission includes advocacy, awakening, mobilization 

and equality. The works we do include: 

a) setting a theme corresponds to current women’s issues

     each year, 

b) holding seminars, public hearings and speeches, 

c) hosting lectures and seminars for communities, 

d) publishing Awakening newsletters, and 

e) providing legal aid, information and consultation to

     individual women and other organizations.
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Centre for Grassroots Women Workers

Tel (886-2)2762-1006 

Fax (886-2)2769-4226

Mail tgwwc@ms16.hinet.net 

Web tgwwc.womenweb.org.tw

Address	

4F, 208, Chienkang Rd., Taipei City 105, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

Established in July 1988, the Centre for Grassroots Women 

Workers intends to provide opportunities for women workers 

and housewife who do part-time jobs to reform the male-

dominated workers’ unions, and to develop women workers’ 

unions and workers’' movements through the promotion of 

feminism. 

In the beginning, the organizational structure was 

dominated by women intellectuals who often ironically 

oppress the voices and the feeling of grassroots women. 

After 1990, the women workers took the lead while assisted 

by advisors. We meet when the need arises. According 

to the experiences, the most effective way is to provide 

assistance to women workers themselves to support each 

other.
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Collective of Sex Workers and Supporters

Tel (886-2)2553-5138          

Fax         (886-2)2553-5236

Mail coswas@mail2000.com.tw         

Web       coswas.org

Address 

128.Kui-Sui Street, Taipei City 103, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

Collective of Sex Workers and Supporters (COSWAS) was 

formed by the supporters of sex workers’ rights and those 

concerned with policies for the sex industry, as well as the 

core members of the Taipei Alliance of Licensed Prostitutes 

(TALP). It is the continuation of our extended struggle of the 

Taipei Licensed Prostitutes. 

COSWAS aims to follow-up and deepen our understanding 

on the system and conditions of the TALP. We are also 

concerned with the rights of sex workers and their working 

conditions and further catalyze policy debates on sex 

industry to develop concrete, realistic and positive policies 

as well as system with regards to the industry.
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Department of Women’s Development,
Democratic Progressive Party

Tel (886-2)2392-9989  

Fax (886-2)2393-2079

Mail dppsisterhood@gmail.com 

Web www.sisterhood.org.tw

Address	

10 Floor, No. 30, Pei-Ping East Rd., Taipei City100, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

International	organization	

International Network of Liberal Women (INLW)

About	us

To promote a more equal and fair situation between 

women and men in Taiwan, Democratic Progressive Party 

(DPP) founded the Women’s Development Committee 

in September, 1993. To advance gender equality, DPP 

renamed the Women’s Development Committee as the 

Department of Women’s Development in July 1996 in order 

to set up local women organizations, empower women’s 

abilities, develop policies concerning DPP’s women agenda, 

encourage female party members to participate in political 

affairs, create a women-friendly political environment, with 

every effort to strive for more right and relevant welfare for 

women.
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End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism, Taiwan

Tel (886-2)2552-6616 

Fax (886-2)2558-6616

Mail ecpattw@ecpat.org.tw 

Web www.ecpat.org.tw

Address	

2F, No. 9, Lane 3, Chihfong St., Taipei City 103, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

International	organization	     

ECPAT International 

International Association of Internet Hotlines (INHOPE)

About	us

To confront the severe issue of commercial sexual 

prostitution in Asian tourism, several NGOs from different 

countries gathered in Chiang Mai, Thailand in 1990, 

and launched the International Campaign to End Child 

Prostitution in Asian Tourism (ECPAT) trying to protect 

children and to keep them away from commercial sexual 

exploitation. 

We, ECPAT-Taiwan together with organizations focusing 

on the issues of women and children, have joined ECPAT 

International in 1991. Registering on March 31st, 1994, 

we determine to provide better services for children and 

women, to fight against the huge criminal networks, and to 

find the children's smile back.
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Foundation for Women’s 
Rights Promotion and Development

Tel (886-2)2321-2100 

Fax (886-2)2321-2120

Mail womenweb@wrp.org.tw 

Web www.wrp.org.tw

Address 

9F, No.15, Sec. 1, Hangjhou S. Rd., Taipei City 100, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

About	us

To further the national interest and develop and 

coordinate a comprehensive women’s pol icy,  the 

Commission on Women’s Rights Promotion (CWRP) was 

established by the Executive Yuan in 1997. To sustain the 

government’s commitment, the CWRP established the 

Foundation for Women’s Rights Promotion and Development 

(FWRPD) in 1997, to serve as a bridge for constructive 

dialogue between the government and the private sectors, 

and to build a center of resource and information exchange 

for all women in Taiwan.

The major achievements of FWRPD include gender 

research and development, women’s training and 

education, promotion of women’s rights, international 

exchange and participation, and networking for women.
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Girl Scouts of Taiwan

Tel (886-2)2777-1714 

Fax (886-2)2777-1674

Mail gstaiwan@ms78.hinet.net 

Web www.girlscout.org.tw

Address 

28, Lane 23, Sec. 1, Jianguo N. Rd., Taipei City 104, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

International	organization 

World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts

About	us

The Girl Scouts Association of Taiwan aims to nurture the 

working ability of girls, to cultivate their good habits and 

noble characters, to equip them with useful knowledge, 

and to promote their mental and physical health in order 

that they have the qualities of intelligence and bravery to 

disseminate the virtues of women and make contribution to 

the whole society. 
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Global Federation of Chinese 
Business Women

Tel (886-2)3765-5079   

Fax (886-2)3765-5675

Mail gfcbw@gfcbw.org 

Web www.gfcbw.org

Address	

5F, No. 565, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E. Rd., Taipei City106, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

About	us

Global Federation of Chinese Business Women (GFCBW) 

is a worldwide non-profit organization with headquarters in 

Republic of China in Taipei and was founded by Mrs. Wen 

Chi Chou in 1980 and formally named in the United States in 

1994. 

GFCBW aims at promoting economic relations on a 

broad international basis with a worldwide concern and 

understanding for global trends. We also strives to unite 

Chinese businesswomen around the world to strengthen 

international exchange and diplomatic ties and to foster a 

greater international status of this talented rescue.
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Good Shepherd Sisters Taiwan

Tel (886-2) 2381-5402 

Fax (886-2) 2361-1371

Mail sisters@goodshepherd.org.tw

Web www.goodshepherd.org.tw

Address 

Room 1100, 11F., No.2, Sec. 1, Jhongshan N. Rd., Taipei City 

100, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

The Good Shepherd Sisters came to Taiwan in 1987 at the 

invitation of the Archbishop of Taipei to address the problem 

of teen prostitution. During their service for years, the Good 

Shepherd Sisters has expanded its mandate to many other 

areas such as domestic violence, rape, incest, delinquency, 

and truancy. They continue to dedicate their services to the 

welfare of women and children in Taiwan.

Our services are for those who are battered, abused, 

raped or abandoned. Our approach is preventative, 

rehabilitative and integrative. We reach out to street 

children and youths, dropouts and runaways. We strive to 

serve them in the context of the family and the society in 

which they live.
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National Alliance of Taiwan 
Women’s Associations

Tel (886-2)2733-4668 

Fax (886-2)2733-4659

Mail natwa@natwa.org.tw 

Web www.natwa.org.tw

Address	

7F, No. 165, Sec. 2, Shin-Hai Rd., Taipei City 106, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

International	organization 

World Association of Non-Governmental Organizations 

(WANGO)

About	us

National All iance of Taiwan Women’s Associations 

(NATWA) is a non-governmental, non-profit organization 

affiliated with more than 65 women’s organizations in 

Taiwan. The head office serves as a platform to consolidate 

and share resources. Together, we aim to advance gender 

equality, mainstream gender policy and promote women’s 

status. 

We concern many areas ranging from policy advocacy, 

direct service, vocational training and social welfare 

provision. We have arranged activities such as career 

planning, micro-business development and computer skill 

training program. We monitor government’s annual gender 

budget. We promote gender equality and women’s rights 

by organizing trips, public hearings, and press conferences.
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Parents’ Association for Persons 
with Intellectual Disability

Tel (886-2)2701-7271 

Fax (886-2)2754-7250

Mail papmh@papmh.org.tw

Web www.papmh.org.tw

Address	

3F, No. 285,  Sec. 1, JianGuo S. Rd., Taipei City 106, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

About	us

The Parents’ Association for Persons with Intellectual 

Disabi l i ty (PAPID) was founded on Jan. 5,  l992, by 

representatives of local associations of parents with 

intellectual disability all over Taiwan and Penghu. To 

establish PAPID is to speak for all intellectually disabled in 

Taiwan, strive for their rights and protection. 

The aim of the PAPID is to connect all local associations 

to f ight for the inherent r ights and privi lege of the 

intellectually disabled. On the one hand, we assist all 

families with intellectually disabled persons to bravely deal 

with problems they must face. On the other hand, we push 

the government to work out measures for offering lifetime 

caring for the intellectually disabled.
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Soroptimist International of Kaohsiung Suti

Tel (886-7)311-3916                      

Fax		       (886-7)311-4028

Mail emily6wu@ms27.hinet.net      

Web       www.siat.idv.tw

Address	

15F.-6, No.3, Linsen 2nd Rd., Lingya District, Kaohsiung City 

802, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

International	organization 

Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA )

About	us

Soroptimist International of Taiwan has been in Taiwan for 

14 years and set up 21 branches. Soroptimist International 

of Kaohsiung Suti (SIKS) was founded in 2003. SIKS’s primary 

goals are to unite career women to exchange views on 

social issues, to provide mutual caring and support, and to 

exert an edifying moral and ethical force on society.

Main tasks of SIKS includes: 

a) promoting “best for women” activities — help single

     mothers pursue studies or start businesses, 

b) recognizing and awarding teenage women for volunteer

     work, 

c) holding regular symposia and community activities, 

d) encouraging members to attend international meetings.
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Tainan Association for the Promotion 
of Women’s Rights

Tel (886-6)214-9632          

Fax	        (886-6)241-9548

Mail tainanwr@ms64.hinet.net 

Web tainanwr.womenweb.org.tw

Address 

3F., No.10, Lane 237, Nanmen Rd., West Central District, 

Tainan City 700, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

Tainan Association for the Promotion of Women’s Rights 

was founded by a group of women from all walks of life 

in 1998.  In an incidental meeting, we interacted and 

cooperated with each other.  That experience made us 

to realize that women with common cause could join 

together and develop potentials to benefit the family and 

society.  This is why we established Tainan Association for the 

Promotion of Women’s Rights. 

The association aims to improve the status of women, 

enhance their rights and welfares and to promote gender 

equality and children rights.  The services we provide 

include domestic violence services, outreach services for 

the high risk families, and mediation services for divorce 

cases.
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Tainan Women Association

Tel (886-6)221-7881                        

Fax	        (886-2)221-7821

Mail tnctwa@ms8.hinet.net 

Web tnctwa.womenweb.org.tw

Address	

8F., No.41, Sec. 2, Zhongyi Rd., West Central District, Tainan 

City 700, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

Tainan Women Association (TWA) was founded on 

February 1946. Our mission is to promote women’s welfare, 

education, and community services.

TWA provide different services toward various groups. Our 

main tasks includes: 

a) providing women’s hotline counseling service,

b) assisting the underprivileged women, 

c) promoting social education for women and children, 

d) providing matchmaker services.
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Taipei Awakening Association

Tel (886-2)2351-1678      

Fax         (886-2)3393-3676

Mail  wawaken@ms63.hinet.net 

Web  w_awakening.womenweb.org.tw

Address	

1F., No.114-1, Sec. 1, Nanchang Rd., Taipei City 100, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

About	us

Taipei Awakening Association (TAA) was established 

in 1994. The main tasks of TAA are arranging classes for 

women, helping women start up own businesses, promoting 

gender-equal education, providing free charge legal 

hotline and related counseling services.  

TAA’s primary goals are: 

a) to give attention to women’s issues, 

b) to serve as spokespersons for women’s views, 

c) to strive to secure women’s rights and interests, 

d) to encourage women’s self-awakening, 

e) to create a harmonious society based on gender

     equality.
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Taipei Family Life Education Association

Tel (886-2)2894-6537 

Fax (886-2)2894-6524

Mail tfle.wlls@msa.hinet.net 

Web www.ifle.org

Address	

No.1, Lane 231, Gongguan Rd., Taipei City 112, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

International	organization	

International Family Life Education Center

About	us

Taipei Family Life Education Association (TFLEA) was 

founded by a group of well-trained professionals in family life 

education in 1991. 

The primary goals of TFLEA are: 

a) to promote family life education, 

b) to improve quality of family life, 

c) to train qualified professionals in family life education, 

d) to integrate public and private resources, 

e) to formulate family-related policies in step with current

    trends.
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Taipei Women’s Rescue Foundation

Tel (886-2)2356-9595 

Fax (886-2)2395-1271

Mail twr95@ms4.hinet.net 

Web www.twrf.org.tw

Address	

2F, No. 66, Sec 1, Chin Shen S. Rd., Taipei City, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

About	us

Taipei Women’s Rescue Foundation (TWRF) was formally 

founded in September 1987 to provide legal consultation 

and counseling to girls and women in the sex trade, and 

to help them return to their families and rehabilitate them 

in the society. TWRF’s core value is: to provide assistance 

to women in trouble on a personal level, and to promote 

relevant reforms on a societal level.

The foundation has been a pioneer to eliminate women 

trafficking in Taiwan and eradicate child prostitution. We 

also have been a standard bearer for aging women who 

served as sex slaves to Japanese soldiers during World War 

II. Recently, the TWRF’s resources have been extended to 

victims of domestic violence.  
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Taiwan Association of Family Caregivers

Tel (886-2)2511-1751 

Fax (886-2)2541-5653

Mail takecare@ms17.hinet.net 

Web www.familycare.org.tw

Address	

3F., No.57, Alley 1, Lane 56, Sec. 1, Chang-an E. Rd., Taipei 

City 104, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

In Taiwan, the caring services for the disabled are almost 

always provided by their families. To respond this situation 

that the long-term ignorance to the needs of family 

caregivers, the Taiwan Association of Family Caregivers 

(TAFC) was set up by experts, scholars and professionals 

established in 1996. It is the first non-profit organization to 

advocate the rights and needs for the family caregivers. As 

well as relevant organizations, members of TAFC’s include 

scholars, nurses, doctors, occupational therapists, social 

workers and caregivers.
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Taiwan Breast Cancer Alliance

Tel (886-2)2557-8050 

Fax (886-2)2557-8049

Mail nbca@ms78.hinet.net 

Web www.tbca-npo.org.tw

Address	

2F., No.258, Mincyuan W. Rd., Taipei City 103, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

Taiwan Breast Cancer Alliance (TBCA) was founded in 

2002. The goal of TBCA is to unite all breast cancer patient 

support groups, to share resources and experiences while 

promoting self-awareness for the nation’s public health.

The missions of TBCA are: 

a) to assist the foundation of breast cancer patients’

     groups; 

b) to facilitate the communications and cooperation

     among breast cancer patients’ groups and related

     government agencies; 

c) to set up breast cancer information and services

     website; 

d) to set agenda on breast cancer prevention/treatment,

     raise awareness and promote research development;

e) to voice opinions for breast cancer patients, and

     safeguard the rights of breast cancer patients;

 f) to take part in international breast cancer prevention/

    treatment campaigns to strengthen global exchanges

    on this issue.
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Taiwan Catholic Sprout 
Women-Concerns Association

Tel (886-2) 2910-7544 

Fax (886-2) 2915-0840

Mail sprout@ms25.hinet.net 

Web sproutgroup.womenweb.org.tw

Address	

P. O. Box 4-144, Hsintian, Taipei County, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

The mission of Taiwan Catholic Sprout Women-Concerns 

Association is to strive to promote the women rights, and 

gender equality, as well as to participate in other justice 

actions for women.

Our goal is to integrate feminism and Christian faith by 

reflection, action and evaluation. Through consciousness, in 

mutual service, we gradually establish justice in Church and 

the society. Projects we currently implement include divorce 

issue for Christians respect life (beyond [Pro-Life vs. Pro-

Choice] approach and on other areas), gender violence, 

feminist theology and spirituality conference/workshop, 

international exchange and collaboration on feminist 

theological issues.
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Taiwan Gender Equity  
Education Association

Tel (886-2)2363-8841 

Fax (886-2)2369-8234

Mail tgeea.y2002@msa.hinet.net 

Web tgeeay2002.xxking.com

Address 

2F, No. 7, Lane 56, Sec. 3, Hsin-Sheng South Rd., Taipei City 

106, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

Taiwan Gender Equity Education Association, TGEEA, is 

founded on November 16, 2002. The goals of TGEEA are: 

a) to offer training courses and workshops to all-level

     teachers; 

b) to develop a network to support teachers devoted to

     gender equity education; 

c) to create teaching materials and pedagogy on gender

     equity education; 

d) to build up international networks of gender equity

     education.

Our members include: 

a) all-level teachers who are interested in and devoted

     to gender equity education; 

b) college and university professors who do researches on

     gender studies or teach women/gender courses; 

c) other adults and college students who support gender

     equity education.

Copyright © 2008 Foundation for Women’s Rights Promotion and Development (Taiwan, R.O.C.).



Taiwan Women’s Almanac

Chapter 2 

Taiwan Nurses Association

Tel (886-2)2755-2291   

Fax (886-2)2701-9817

Mail twna@twna.org.tw 

Web www.twna.org.tw

Address	

4F, 281, Sec. 4, Hsin-Yi Road., Taipei City 106, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

International	organization	

The International Council of Nurses

About	us

The Taiwan Nurses Association (TWNA), serving the 

practical needs of nurses for 93 years, is one of the oldest 

and well-organized nursing organizations in Taiwan. 

Facing rapidly changing medical care needs and 

priorities, the TWNA works hard to maintain its strengths, 

while pursuing further opportunities to help members.

Our core values are professionalism, visionary leadership, 

partnership, globalization, innovation and excellence. 

The Association operates for the purposes of promoting 

professional nursing services, improving nursing-related 

academic research, upgrading standards of nursing 

education, enhancing the health of all citizens, and 

enhancing the association’s international status.
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Taiwan Tongzhi(LGBT) Hotline Association

Tel (886-2)2392-1969 

Fax (886-2)2392-1994

Mail hotline@hotline.org.tw 

Web www.hotline.org.tw

Address	

12F, No 70, Sec. 2, Roosevelt Rd., Taipei City 100, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

About	us

A news report of a homosexual teenager committing 

suicide in March 1998 brought shock and pain to several 

activists involved in the gay rights movement. Galvanized 

by the tragedy, they decided to establish Taiwan Tongzhi 

Hotline Association, which is a permanent organization to 

help gay teenagers and other homosexual minorities.

Today, our organization has four full-time workers in 

charge of major projects and nearly one hundred volunteers 

assisting our work. Hotline has developed “Community 

Network,” “Gay and Lesbian Human Rights,” “Gender 

Education,” “AIDS,” “Gay Family” and other work groups. 

By undertaking various gay activities, Hotline hopes to make 

use of different means such as advocacy and social service 

to reach the goal of protecting the LGBT human rights.
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The Garden of Hope Foundation
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Tel (886-2)2367-9595 

Fax (886-2)2367-3002

Mail master@goh.org.tw 

Web www.goh.org.tw

Address	

7F, 75,  Sec. 2, Roosevelt Rd., Taipei City 106, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

The Garden of Hope Foundation is a non-profit group 

established in 1988 to help disadvantaged girls and young 

women. In particular, we target girls caught in the sex 

industry, victims of sexual abuse and family violence. 

From one halfway house at the beginning, our services 

now cover shelters and service centers, counseling, 

temporary housing, employment training, social work and 

legal aid. With the support of research we conducted, 

We held dialogue with relevant government agencies 

on policies of child and women welfare. We aim at 

empowering girls and young women so that they can realize 

their potential and take charge of their lives.
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Tel (886-7)763-6444                 

Fax (886-7)763-5944

Mail suanddan@yahoo.com.tw  

Web www.nafia.org.tw

Address 

1F., No.40, Guofu Rd., Fongshan City, Kaohsiung County 830, 

Taiwan (R.O.C.)

About	us

The mission of NGOs Association for International Affairs 

are: 

a) to provide coordination among NGOs; 

b) to promote exchanges of resources among NGOs in

     Asia; 

c) to research and prepare speech materials for NGOs

     representatives participating in various international

     meetings on public affairs, and provide assistance in

     other related supportive activities; 

d) to assist NGOs in related activities such as research,

     education, training and conference of international

     affairs.
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Women’s Federation for World Peace, 
Taiwan R.O.C.

Tel (886-2)2363-7656 

Fax (886-2)2364-1110

Mail wfwp@wfwp.twmail.org 

Web wfwp.womenweb.org.tw

Address	

7F-2, No. 95, Sec. 2, Roosevelt Rd., Taipei City 106, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

International	organization	

The Women's Federation For World Peace

About	us

The Era of Women is an era of cooperation of true 

partnership in which men and women understand that 

each was created to complement the good qualities of the 

other. As needs were identified, the Women’s Federation 

brings women together to use their unique perspective, 

abilities, resources, energy and experience to stimulate a 

spirit of volunteerism in a common effort to establish better 

communities, societies, nations and global village.

Events we hold recently include international activities, 

local activities (rebuilding family ethics), seminars on AIDS 

prevention and school activities (establishment of youth 

common value).
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Women’s Ministry Committee, 
The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan

Tel (886-2)2362-5282 

Fax (886-2)2363-2669

Mail women@mail.pct.org.tw 

Web www.pct.org.tw/women

Address	

No.3, Lane 269, Sec. 3, Roosevelt Rd., Taipei City 106, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.)

International		organization

World Council of Churches

World Alliance of Reformed Churches

Asian Church Women’s Conference

About	us

The members of the Women Ministry of the Presbyterian 

Church in Taiwan come from different ethnic groups and 

regions in Taiwan. The ministries are carried out by 23 

presbyteries and 4 districts.

With the love of God and the strength of our faith we aim 

to cultivate women; to promote women’s spirituality and 

feminist theology studies. It is also our goal to contribute 

feminine knowledge and strength to the whole society. 

Furthermore, we co-operate with local and international 

women organizations to exchange information and help 

one another in pursuing women’s rights, justice and peace.
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Young Women’s Christian Association, R.O.C.

│154│ │153│

Tel (886-2)2314-0408 

Fax (886-2)2383-1340

Mail ywca@ywca.org.tw 

Web www.ywca.org.tw

Address 

10F., No.7, Ching Tao W. Rd., Taipei City 100, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

International	organization	

World YWCA

About	us

We, the YWCA of Taiwan, accept the basis of the World 

Young Women’s Christian Association; Faith in God the 

Father Almighty and in Jesus Christ His only son, our Lord and 

Savior, and in the Holy Spirit. YWCA of Taiwan has a long 

history and is one of the major women’s organizations in 

Taiwan, R.O.C., with ten branches and two Foreign Spouse 

Family Service Centers.

The principles we value are: 

a) our worldwide solidarity as a women’s volunteer

     membership movement; 

b) our history and foundation in the Christian faith; 

c) diversity, inclusiveness, tolerance and mutual respect; 

d) integrity and responsible accountability. The social

    services we provide includes helping foreign brides

    adjust to their new life, promoting comprehensive HIV/

    AIDS education and Young Women’s International Affairs

    Training Project. 
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Background
In 1997, Executive Yuan established the “Committee 

of Women Rights Promotion” (CWRP) and set up the 

“Executive Yuan National Women Personal Safety Fund” 

for 1 billion NT dollars to establish Foundation of Women 

Rights Promotion and Development (FWRPD). FWRPD 

serve as a bridge for constructive dialogue between 

the government and the private sectors, and to build 

a center of resource and information exchange for all 

women in Taiwan. 

Mission
We are dedicated to enhancing and developing 

women’s rights and have been commissioned to carry 

out the following tasks:

1.To research and advocate policies and major measures

   relating to women’s rights

2.To research and advocate laws and regulations relating

   to women’s rights

3.To research into and formulate major programs  relating

   to women’s rights

4.To consult on projects and policies on women’s  rights

5.To promote public awareness of measures and

   regulations relating to women’s rights and to train

   personnel on women’s issues

6.To research various issues relating to women’s rights

7.To advance programs and measures relating to women’s

   rights
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8.To promote and develop other activities in the interest of women’s rights

Major Achievements
The FWRPD has conducted gender equality development on the 

following issues:

Gender mainstreaming and gender resources kits. 

Women empowerment and education 

Network building and development 

International exchange and participation

FWRPD has been set up for more than ten years. In the future, FWRPD 

will continue to promote and develop women’s rights and establish a 

society of gender equality and mutual respect.

Address: 9F., No.15, Sec. 1, Hangzhou S. Rd., Zhongzheng District, 

Taipei City 100, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

Tel: 886-2-2321-2100

Fax: 886-2-2321-2120

Email: womenweb@wrp.org.tw

Web: www.wrp.org.tw

          www.globalgender.org
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